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7 Curriculum making with geography

The GA believes that teachers should be
accountable, but also that they are auto-
nomous professionals driven by educational
goals and purposes: that is, they are the
curriculum makers and the subject leaders.

When teachers with a passion for their subject are
inspired by a clear sense of the subject’s
educational benefits they can devise surprising,
challenging, engaging and ‘living’ geography with
their students. This is what we mean by
‘curriculum making’ — teachers balancing the
three sources of energy in the classroom:
I the teacher’s own practical skills and expertise
@ the interests and needs of the students
B what the dynamic, changing subject discipline
has to offer.
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Curriculum making brings these three sources of energy together to produce successful /earhing

Designing a curriculum is not just a technical
matter, specifying objectives and a course of
study to meet them. It is a moral concern, and
should reflect what we think we should be
teaching. This is why we believe the curriculum
should be deeply influenced by confident,
autonomous teachers.

The government agrees:

‘... we have to support teachers to be
the very best that they can be — to fulfil
their own potential, so that

pupils can fulfil theirs.’

Jim Knight, Schools Minister, at the
" 2008 Geographical Association
&4 Annual Conference.
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The moral concern for teachers of geography is
to help young people develop the ability to think
critically: to make worthwhile distinctions, and
detect inadequacies in evidence and argument.
As curriculum makers, geography teachers face
three particular challenges.

1 The subject matter of geography is constantly
evolving. This is not just a case of making sure
our facts and figures are ‘up to date’: the way
we see the world changes. The ‘vocabulary’
and ‘grammar’ we use to make sense of the
world is changing!

2 The subject discipline is not always well
understood. A synoptic understanding of the
subject is not easy, for non-specialist teachers
particularly. It might even be difficult for some
head teachers to see the real point of
geography on the curriculum.

3 The subject content — its ‘vocabulary’ —
potentially infinite, so we need a clear rationale
for making selections from it.

But these challenges are also great opportunities,
for it is precisely geography’s range and
dynamism that make it capable of occupying a
central role in the curriculum. For example:

it crosses boundaries: physical and human,
scientific and artistic. Strong geography is
therefore good for launching and leading
inter-disciplinary work
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its vast range of content, manipulated, stored
and communicated by technology (indeed, by
GIS), can be the source of innovative teaching
approaches, both inside and outside the
classroom.

The quality of their curriculum making means
geography teachers can be excellent advocates
for the subject in the school curriculum. They
need to have a productive, ongoing relationship
with the subject: this gives them the confidence
to innovate, to respond to the unexpected and at
the same time to maintain high standards of
disciplined enquiry.

‘A curriculum, to be truly educational,
w will lead the student to
unanticipated, rather than

predicted, outcomes’
| James McKernan, educationist

. teachers are central to the success
or failure of curriculum change, since
they are in a position to influence the
interpretation of the innovation and
shape it in particular ways’
John Morgan (shown) and Ben
Williamson, Futurelab



Photo captions and credits

The photographs in this booklet, and the associated images on the website

(www.geography.org.uk/adifferentview), are protected by copyright. They are
licensed for educational use in conjunction with A different view only. Anyone
wishing to re-use or re-publish the photos for any other purpose, whether in
print or on a website, must apply to the copyright holder for permission.

cover: Oahu Pipeline, Hawaii, 2008. © Seth Johnson
(hisurfshots@yahoo.com).

page 4: The Maldives, April 2006. The Maldives, with more than 80% of land
less than a metre above sea level, are particularly at risk from rising sea
levels. © Ahmed Zahid (www.ahmedzahid.mv).

page 6 (top left): San Marco, Venice, May 2008. © Bart Ceuppens
(www.bartceuppens.be); (top right): Demolition of flats at Crossbank Road,
Toryglen, Glasgow, 21 January 2007. © Jason McAlister
(jlasonmcalister@hotmail.com); (bottom left): Coastal erosion at Skipsea,
East Riding of Yorkshire, March 2007. © Alan Green
(mail@greenalan.fsnet.co.uk); (bottom right): Early morning sun lights up the
hoodoos in Bryce Canyon National Park, November 2005. © Rod Irvine
(www.flickr.com/photos/rod_monkey/58704989).

page 8: China produces 75% of the world’s toys. This photo is part of a 2004
installation called ‘The Real Toy Story’, by Michael Wolf, which can be seen
at www.photomichaelwolf.com/the_real_toy_story. Photograph ©
Wolf/LAIF, Camera Press London (www.camerapress.com).

page 12: Rush hour at Grand Central Station, New York City, June 2008. ©
Esther Tange (esther_tange@yahoo.com).

page 14: Parkour, Cambridge, February 2008. © Daniel Roy Connelly
(danielroyconnelly@yahoo.com). All rights reserved.

page 16 (top left): CCTV cameras in Victoria Station, London, December
2005. © Antonio Martinez Corral (http://instantes.net); (top right): Boy
reading on the Payatas Garbage Dump, Quezon City, Philippines
(photographer unknown); (bottom left): Heathrow Airport Terminal Five
protest, 27 March 2008. © 2008 Bernard Burns
(bernard.m.burns@gmail.com); (bottom right): Winter sunshine on the
Grand Pier, Weston-super-Mare, November 2006. © Katherine Jones
(www.katherinejones.co.uk).

page 18: Climbers on Wapta ice fields below Mount St Nicholas, British
Columbia, Canada, March 2006. Altitude: 2972m. © Tristan Clements
(http://morealtitude.wordpress.com, morealtitude@hotmail.com).

page 20 (top left): Koh Kut island, Trat Province, eastern Thailand, during the
rainy season, August 2008. © Ben Visbeek (visbeek@dds.nl); (top right):
Connell Canyon, Antarctica, November/December 2007 during the Fuchs
Foundation scientific research expedition. © Ruth Hollinger, reproduced by
permission of the Fuchs Foundation (peter@fuchsfoundation.org); (bottom
left): Small canyon leading into the Grand Canyon, Arizona, June 2004.
© Philip Shane (philipshane@mac.com); (bottom right): Machu Picchu,
Huanuco, Peru, February 2006. © Glenn Davis
(crashdavis49@hotmail.com).

page 22: Tea plantation near Guilin in southern China, Summer 2007. © Paul
Berry (PBerry5082@aol.com).

page 24 (top left): Earthrise at Christmas, taken over the lunar horizon by the
crew of Apollo 8, December 1968, showing for the first time earth as it
looks from deep space (NASA); (top right): Rita and Suvass Saha of the
Ladywood Road Allotments Association (www.flickr.com/photos/
ladywoodallotments), winners of The Daily Telegraph ‘Best Community

Allotment’” competition 2008. © The Daily Telegraph (www.telegraph.co.uk),
by permission of the Ladywood Road Allotments Association; (bottom left):
Tree felling using chainsaw, Philippines (photographer unknown); Irrigation
fields north of Umatilla, Oregon, May 2008. © Samuel M. Beebe/Ecotrust
(www.ecotrust.org)

page 26: Touareg, Ténéré Desert, Niger, October 2008. © Alessandro
Vannucci (alessandro.vannucci@libero.it).

page 27 (bottom centre): West Vigne Glacier, Baltistan District, Northern
Areas, Pakistan, August 2006. Altitude: 5000m+. © Ahmad Abdul-Karim
(ahmadak@gmail.com); (bottom left): Sally Taylor Photography.

page 29 The images of schoolchildren and teachers were taken by Shaun
Flannery and Barry Crayford, on assignment for the Geographical
Association (info@geography.org.uk).

References

Bonnett, A. (2008) What is Geography? London: Sage. p. 1, p.28.

Dillon, J. et al (2004) Engaging and learning with the outdoors — the final report
of the outdoor classroom in a rural context action research project.
National Foundation for Educational Research (www.nfer.ac.uk).

Gardner, H. (1999) The Disciplined Mind. New York: Simon & Schuster.

Hicks, D. (2007) ‘Lessons for the future: a geographical contribution’,
Geography, 92, 3, pp. 179-88.

Jackson, P. (2006) ‘Thinking geographically’, Geography, 91, 3, pp. 199-204.

Johnston, R. (1985) The Future of Geography. London: Methuen.

Knight, J. (2008) speech at the GA Annual Conference, Guildford, 27 March.

Lambert, D. (2002) quoted in ‘Unchartered territory’, Times Educational
Supplement, 8 November, pp. 34-5. Available online at
www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=371043.

Ling Wong, J. (2008) ‘Making diversity real in teaching’, lecture at the GA
Annual Conference, Guildford, 28 March.

Massey, D. (2008) ‘A global sense of place’ in Oakes, T. and Price, P. The
Cultural Geography Reader. Abingdon: Routledge.

McKernan, J. (2007) Curriculum and Imagination: Process, theory, pedagogy
and action research. Abingdon: Routledge.

Morgan, J. and Williamson, B. (2008) Enquiring Minds Year 3 Research
Report: Schools, knowledge and educational change. Bristol: Futurelab
(www.enquiringminds.org.uk).

Ofsted (2008) Geography in Schools — changing practice. Available online at
www.ofsted.gov.uk, ref No NR-2008-01.

Palin, M. (2006) speech at the launch of the Action Plan for Geography, 30
March.

Peters, R.S. (1965) ‘Education as Initiation’. Inaugural Lecture, University of
London Institute of Education.

Toksvig, S. (2008) ‘There’s always a time and a place’, The Sunday Telegraph,
22 February. Available online at
www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/3671261/Sandi-Toksvig-theres-always-a-
time-and-a-place.html.

Rose, P. (2008) ‘I'm a geographer’, Geographical Magazine, 80, 9) p. 5
(Careers Supplement).

Self, W. (2008) ‘PsychoGeography: American gothic’, The Independent, 7
June. Available online at www.independent.co.uk/opinion/columnists/will-
self/will-self-psychogeography-841566.html.

Stewart, I. (2008) ‘I'm a geographer’, Geographical Magazine, 80, 9, p. 5
(Careers Supplement).

www.geography.org.uk/adifferentview 31



