GCSE Geography results 2011

Geography GCSE e ntries were down by 13862 (-7.1%) compared with 2010. This is more than the fall in the
overall cohort which is estimated to be down by 2.6% and more than the fall in total e ntries which is 4.2%. It is
also higher than the loss e xperienced from 2008 to 2009 of 7844 (3.8%).

The major losses were in England (-13862). Northern Ireland boys gained 20 but overall the loss was -72; and
Wales lost 2045. As a proportion of the cohortentries Northern Ireland had the smallest loss (-1.1%) while

Englandlost 6.7% and Wales 16.6% (table A).

Boys entries fell by 7441 (-6.9%) w hile girls e ntries fell by 6421 (-7.4%). The losses were higher for girls than
boysinEngland and NorthernIreland but were equal for Wales (table A).

The ratio of entries by gender stayed at about 55% boys /45% girls for the UK as awhole. The ratio was about
the same in England and Northern Ireland (55/45) but more extreme in Wales (58/42) (table A).

Table A: summary of total entries and changes: geography 2011

Total entry 2011 Proportion of total Change in entry % change in entry
(2010 in brackets) entry for each 2010-2009 2010-2009
country % (2010)
UK Boys 100353 (107794) 554 (55.4) -7441 (-417) -6.9 (-0.4)
UK Girls 80384 (86805) 446 (44.6) -6421 (-1002) -74(-1.1)
UKTotal 180737 (194599) 100.0 (100.0) -13862 (-1419) -71(-0.7)
England Boys 90628 (96898) 554 (55.3) -6270 (-118) -65(-0.1)
England Girls 72976 (78449) 44.6 (44.7) -5473 (-569) -70(-0.7)
England Total 163604 (175347) 100.0 (100.0) -11743 (-687) -6.7 (-0.4)
Northern Ireland
Boys 3727 (3707) 545 (53.7) +20 (-208) 05(-5.3)
Northern Ireland
Girls 3108 (3202) 455 (46.3) -94 (-72) -22(-2.2)
Northern Ireland
Total 6835 (6909) 100.0 (100.0) -74 (-280) -1.1(-3.9)
WalesBoys 5998 (7189) 582 (58.2) -1191 (-91) -16.6 (-1.3)
WalesGirls 4300 (5154) 418 (41.8) -854 (-361) -16.6 (-6.5)
Wales Total 10298 (12343) 100.0 (100.0) -2045 (-452) -16.6 (-3.5)

Overall geography performance for the UK (see table B) improved with:
o 28.6% of pupils achieving an A*or A grade, anincrease of 0.4%, although A* grades were down 0.9%;
(all subjects: 23.2%, up 0.6%)

o 70.1%achieving an A*-C, anincrease of 0.6% (all subjects 69.8%, up 0.7%)

e 99.0% achieving A*-G, up 0.6% (all subjects 98.8%, up 0.1%)

Girls' performance for geography at the top endincreased w hile boys went down so the genderimbalance

hasagainincreased

o A*A Girls 34.4%, up 1.4%; Boys 23.9%, down 0.3%; differential 10.5%, increased by 1.7%
(all subjects Girls 26.5%, up 1.0%; Boys 19.8%, up 0.3%; differential 6.7%, up 0.7%)
o A*C Girls 75.1%, up 1.8%; Boys 66.0%, down 0.4%; differential 9.1%, increased by 2.5%
(all subjects: Girls 73.5%, up 0.9%; Boys 66.0%, up 0.6%; differential 7.5%, up 0.3%)
o A*G Girls 99.0%, up 0.4%; Boys 98.9%, up 0.7 %; differential 0.1%, decreased by 0.3%
(all subjects: Girls 99.1%, up 0.1%; Boys 98.6%, up 0.1%; differential static)
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Table B: Geography results (UK) Total entries and cumulative percentages by grade

Subject Gender Number | % of Told CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGES by Grade
St No. Sat | A A B c D E F G u
Ensginearing [TETS 1608 01 [i1] T 234 441 661 810 1.0 959 10000
{0) 0oy | (o) (000 0.0y (00} (00) (00} (00} (0W0)  (0.0)
Femals 152 00 125 308 520 T30 855 Q34 o5 1 87 10000
{0) oy | (o) (0.0) (0.0) (00} (0O) (0.0) (00} (00) (0.0)
Male & Femals 1850 00 18 a6 249 45.5 &r.7 821 91.5 470 1000
{0) 0oy | (o) (0.0) (0.0) (00} (00) (0.0} (00} (00} (0.0)
English Mals 333434 13.2 33 124 300 587 816 L] 5.5 48 .4 100.0
(358585) | (13.5) | (3.0) (117) (202) (570) (805) (912) (961) (983 (100.0)
Femals 36119 121 a2z 214 445 Ti5 898 59 8.0 9.0 1000

(346685) | (127 | (5.7) (204) (433) (71.8) (80.4) (055) (97.8) (989 (100.0)
Male & Female | G49553 126 4.7 168 370 65.4 856 a3 ar.z 87 10000
(To5240) | (13.1) | (4.3) (160) (381) (B4.7) (B4T) (933) (96.9) (988 (100.0)

English Literatmre Make 231306 a1 43 191 456 723 8T8 W46 972 984 1000
(243079) | (02) | (4.3) (183) (422) (70.3) (869) (44) (97.0) (983 (100.0)

Famals ZERTS0 a9 Ta M3 e0vF B39 g 1 ars a8 6 oh 1 100.0

(260544) | (88) | (7.3) (283) (563) (B1.8) (93.1) (97.1) (96.4) (90.0) (100.0)

Male & Female | 490058 a5 a2 250 538 8.4 @12 @51 ar.e 487 10000

(513523) | (95) | (5.9) (238) (495) (76.3) (202) (95T) (9T.T) (988 (100.0)

F rench Maks S3080 25 80 il | 421 o5.7 849 Qa2 O 2 o6 10000
(75T0S5) (29 | (25) (235) (4198) (67.2) (857) (94.4) (86.4) (8O.T) (100.0)

Femals G4 34 119 301 534 8.5 ke ik] 4] K] 8.7 10000

(101843) | (37 | (119) (200) (505) (75.4) (906) (968) (001) (90.%) (100.0)

Male & Female | 154231 30 102 268 487 T:5 &84 a5 BT 8.7 10000

(177618) | (33) | (109) (267) (468) (71.9) (885) (058) (088) (008 (100.0)

[Geography Malz 100353 410 T 38 433 &8.0 828 e 5.4 80 10000
(107784) | (4.1) | (9.1) (242) (423) (66.4) (840) (923) (96.3) (982 (100.0)

Femals S0384 31 134 344 552 751 876 a1 ar.s 482 10000

(BEB0S) (32 | (140) (330) (518) (73.3) (874) (938) (OT1) (DB (100.0)
Male & Female | 180737 35 10.4 286 486 0.1 849 @wr 5.9 9.0 1000
(1oasemy | (36) | (113) (282) (465) (60.5) (855) (930) (967) (984) (100.0)

Source: JCQ: http //www jcq .org.uk/attachments/published/1589/GCSE%20RESULTS pdf

Table C: Geography results (England) Total entries and cu mulative percentages by grade

The figures in braciets are the aquivaient provisional figures for 2010,

Sudject Gerdsr Number | % of Total CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGES by Grads
Sal Mo. Sai | A* A B [ D E F G u

Engineering Ve 1310 0.4 10 64 198 415 644 794 @02 945 1000

o ooy | 0o @0 @O @O (LK @0 @0 (@6 g

Feercale 120 0.0 150 333 550 733 458 925 958 9483 1000

(] 00} | 00y £0) OO0 0O (00 P8 {00 (00 ©0

Mafe & Farrale | 1430 0.0 22 91 228 441 662 805 908 968 1000

o ©0) | pO) @0y @0 (OB (0B @0 @O0 @6 g

English Ve BT 134 34 128 302 S89 A17 920 985 9a4 1000

@27ans) | (138) | @) (119 @94 (S8B0) @\0E (913) (%8.1) @4 (00D
Ferrcale 288534 120 83 218 448 726 898 959 @0 990 1000
@i5808) | (127) | EB) (205 @313 (718 @47 (955) (FA) @A (1000
Mae & Farale | 589791 128 48 170 372 655 AS7 9389 W2 9a7 1000
B41301) | (131) | @4) (181) QAT (848) @48 (933) (¥9) @AE (1000

English Literature Ve 21389 23 44 123 481 726 830 948 W1 9a4 1000
@2570) | (93) | @3) (185 @25 (M4 @S89 (940) (89) @4Z (W0G

Ferrsale 238307 0.0 79 305 613 842 942 975 988 991 1000

@47at@) | (W00) | F3) (285 E68 (M) @I (971) (WE) @A (1000

Male & Farale | 252138 98 82 253 541 787 913 981 @A 9a7 1000

@rum) [ (@7 | B9y (238 @o9) (T4) @O (958) (WT) LAE (1000

Fram M 016 28 79 218 417 @63 848 940 982 095 1000
FooE1) | 29y | @5) (235 ©1.6 (7.0} @\55 (943) (B.4) ©9T) (100.0)
Farrale 2245 35 1.7 297 529 782 907 969 0 947 1000

B22) | (38 |(11.8) (287 ©9.9) (750) (@04 (966) (P00) @AY (1000}
Mo & Ferrale [ 141472 30 101 254 482 721 881 957 @7 947 1000
pexad) [ (33) |(08 (284 @83 (TI6) @43 (955) (%8.8) (OE) (100.0)

Geography Mide 0828 i a2 241 434 859 @827 915 983 9a3 1000
(96898) | (40} | @4) (245 @26 (884) @40y (923) (W3) @4 (W00

Feercale 72978 34 136 348 551 750 475 @40 W5 992 1000

(7B4s9) | (32} |(141) (337 {19 (731) @7 (9IB) (1) @46 (1000

Mae & Farrale | 163604 35 106 288 448 700 848 928 98 990 1000

g7sa4r) | (38} |(1.5 (284 a8 (804) @55 (930) (87} A4 (1000}
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The national picture

Every year the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ)* produces an overview and analysis of the examination
results for GCSE. Thisis published the same day as the examination results andis available on the JCQ
website. Their summary for2011 was;

Significant increases in separate sciences and the gap between girls and boys reaches a new
peak as overall improvements at GCSE slow down

This year's GCSE results show anincrease in the number of studentstaking separate sciences. The entry for Physicsis up 16.4%,
Chemistry 16.2%, and Biol ogy 14.2%, taking the subject totalsto 140,183, 141,724, and 147,904 respectively. These figures
build on theincreases in previous yearsthat werereflected in the surge in the separate sciencesat A-level.

Girls are moving to these subjects at a faster rate than boys. And at the higher gradesthey areincreasing their lead— a
different patternto A-levelsin which boys are closing the achievement gap inthe sciences. Whenlooking at all GCSE subjects
together, the gap between boysand girls at A*-Ais at its widest at 6.7 percentage points (26.5% of girlsachieving A*-A
compared t0 19.8% ofboys) since the top grade wasintroduced in 1994,

The overall entry for GCSE is down 4.2% to 5.15 million and the cohort size for 16 year olds is also down, by 2.62%.
Performance at GCSE improved by 0.6 percentage pointsat grades A*-A (from 22.6% in 2010 t023.2% in 201 1), whichisdown
onlast year'sincrease of 1 percentage point. Performance at grades A*-C increased by 0.8 percentage points (from 69.0%in
2010t069.8% in2011), also downonlast year'sincrease of 2 percentage points.

InEnglish, the proportion of studentsachieving agrade A*-C hasgone up by 0.7 percentage points (from 64.7% in 2010 to
65.4%1in2011). In Mathematics, it hasincreased by 0.4 percentage points (from 58.4%to 58.8%).

The shiftin entry away from Modern Foreign Languages continues. The entry for Frenchis down 13.2%, (from 177,618 in 2010
10 154,221 in 2011), down 13.2%in German (from 70,169 in 2010 to 60,887 in 2011) and down 2.5% in Spanish (from 67,707 in
2010t066,021 in2011).Between 2009 and 2010 Spanish rose by 0.9%. Thisisthe first reported decrease in Spanish since 2006.
Between 2006 and 2010, entry for Spanishrose by 9%.

The number of students taking GCSEs in History and Geography declined in 2011, by 1.2% (from 221,281 in 2010 to
218,588in 2011) and 7.1% (from 194,599 in 2010 to 180,737 in 2011) respectively.

Design and Technology (D&T) and Information and Communication Technology (ICT) also saw declinesin the number of
entries. D&T saw a 11.8% drop (from 287,701 in 2010 to 253,624 in 2011) and ICT a22.8% fall (from 61,022 in2010t0 47,128 in
2011).

Entries in Religious Studies show a significant increase of 17.6%, with over 33,000 more students taking a GCSE Full Course
making the total 221,974 in 2011. Part of this increase may be explained by movement from the GCSE Short Course to the Full
Course.”

GCSE Short Course

The num ber of studentstaking a GCSE Short Course continuesto fall. In 2010, 488,156 studentstook the qualification,
compared t0425,422in 2011, adrop of 12.9%. Last year there was a4.1% decline. At grade A*-C, the Short Course results show
adecline of 0.8 percentage points from 54.5%to 53.7%. At these grades, girls’ performance stayed the same at 61.4% whereas
that of boys declined 1.7 percentage points from 47.3% to 45.6%.

Religious Studies remainsthe most popular GCSE Short Course with 257,793 entries, although this a decrease of 7.9%
compared with 2010. This decrease, however, is more than balanced by theincrease in the entry for the Religious Studies Full
Course.

GCSE Double Award

There has been accelerationin the rate at which students are moving away from the GCSE Double Award, even when taking
intoaccount the withdrawal of two subjects (Art and Construction). Figures for 2010 showed a decline 0f 20.6%. This year's
statistics show a decline of 33.4% from 83,816 in 2010 to 55,820 in 2011. The performance inthese qualifications at grades
A*A*-CC increased by 3.7 percentage points from 56.3%1in2010t0 60.0%in 2011.

Source: JCQ 2011: http//www.jcg.org.uk/attachments/published/1593/PressNotice.pdf

Geography has moved down the table of top ten subjects as the result of the losses sustained this year.

! The JCQ consists of AQA, CCEA, City & Guilds, Edexcel, OCR, SQA and WIJEC, the seven largest providers of qualifications in the
UK, offering GCSE, GCE, AEA, Entry Lewel, Vocational and vocationall y-related qualifications.
Although the short course drop was only 7000 entries
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Table D: Top 10 GCSE full course subjects

Subject | 2011

(2010 ranking in brackets) % of total Number of candidates
1 1) Mathematics 1500 772944 (762792)
2 2 English 1261 649553 (705240)
3 ) English Literature 951 490056 (513523)
4 @ Science 7.88 405977 (449697)
5 () Additional Science 595 306312 (352469)
6 (6) Design & Technology 492 253624 (287701)
7 9) Religious Studies 431 221974 (188704)
8 8) History 424 218588 (221281)
9 (1) Art 356 183236 (188193)
10 | (9 Geography 351 180737 (194599)

Source:JCQ 2011 http://www.jcq.org.uk/attachments/published/1594/Appendix%20-%20GCSE%20Tables.pdf

Other Subjects

Increased entry

Religious Studies increased by 33274 (17.6%) and moved from 9" to 7" place in entries for GCSE.
Three Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) entries increased by between 18 and 20000.
Humanities increased by 2000 to 17279

Social Science up 4500 to 34905

Mathematics up 10000

New subjects were Citize nship (9000), Engineering (1850), Leisure and Tourism (4000) and Manufacturing
(350)

Decreased entry

History decreased its entry by 2693.

Science and additional science entries declined by about 48000 probably because of the shift to 3 scie nces
Modern Foreign Language s were down again: French lost 23000 and German 9000

Design Technology lost 34000 and ICT lost 14000

PE lost 19000 of their e ntry;

Business Studies lost 8000

Drama lost 6500

Medialost 1000

Music lost 3000

Paul Weeden, GA Assessment and Examinations Special Intere st Group, August 2010
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