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Geography A-level and AS results 2011

A-level C hange s be tween 2007 and 2011

2011 2010 2009 2008 2007
Change 

2009-
2010

Change 
2010-
2011

% of 
entry

% 
change 

in A* 
grade s

A* 
Grade s

A Male 16739 17333 17531 17195 17343 -198 -594 53% +0.4 5.5

A Female 14487 14730 14696 14519 14310 34 -243 47% +0.2 9.0

A total 31226 32063 32227 31714 31653 -164 -873 100% +0.3 7.1

 Entries for ge ography A-level have decreased for boys and girls down by 873 from 2010 to 2011

 These changes have had l ittle effect on the gende r balance of entrie s taking geography with only a 
1% change up for girls and a c orresponding 1% f all for boys (53% Males / 47% Females) 

 Percentage obtaining an A* grade has increased f or both boys and girls.  Fe males pe rformed much 
better (9.0%) against 5.5% of Male s. Overall percentage 7.1% c ompared to 8.3% for all subjects 

 As a proportion of the total entry for A-levels geography is holding its ow n – again no change this 
year. 

 Geography retains i ts 10th position in entrie s for A-le vels

 85% of those who sat AS le vel in 2010 continue d to do A-level. This is relatively similar to the past 
few years

 History increased  A-level entry by  1675

Source http://jcq.org.uk/attachments/publishe d/1575/JCQ%20RESULTS%2018-08-11.pdf
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AS results

2011 2010 2009 2008 2007
Change 2010-

2011

% 
change 

in A 
grade s

% of 
entry 

for 
geog

AS Males 24332 19842 20814 20362 19982 4485 -1.4% 54%

AS Females 20970 16978 17439 17051 16795 3993 +0.2% 46%

AS Total 45302 36819 38253 37413 36777 8483 -0.7% 100%

 Overall increase in entries for ge ography AS le vel - up by 8483 c andidates from 2010 to 2011.

 14th largest incre ase in subject numbers

 Again proportions of e ntries stay roughly the same 54% males 46% females

 % obtaining A grades at AS has decre ase d by 0.7%. Females perform better than m ale s. Performance gap is 
9.6%) Males (19.3% - Females 28.9%) Average figure for A grade f or all subjects (males and Females) is 19.3%

 Geography in 13th position in entrie s for AS levels

 Overall  increase  in all  subje ct entries – up by  214429

 History entries increased by  12421

Source http://jcq.org.uk/attachments/publishe d/1575/JCQ%20RESULTS%2018-08-11.pdf

The overall pass rate rose f or the 29th successive year to hit 97.8 percent, while around one in 12 exams achieved the 
top A* grade. There w as a 7.4 perce nt rise in the numbers sitting a m aths A-le vel and broadly similar increases across 
the sciences. Modern languages including Spanish, French and German all saw declines.

Paul Weeden, GA  Asse ssment  and E xaminat ions S pecial Intere st Gr oup, August 2010


