Activities using the ‘Parking Solutions Picture in Italy’

John Halocha

The following tasks can be used with a variety of pictures but the ‘Parking Solutions’ has been used as an example.

1. What can we see?

· Place the photograph in the centre of a large sheet of paper.

· Ask pupils to write questions about what they can see.

· What can they see that already links in with their own geographical knowledge and understanding? For example, they might see that the white car is a Fiat.

· How can they find out more? For instance if one says it might be somewhere in Europe, where could they find pictures showing similar scenes?

· Ideally, this technique should be used with photographs that are a part of the resources you are using on an enquiry: they could be of your local area or a contrasting locality they are investigating. To ensure progression in geography use photos of places children will know when using with younger children. Then as they progress up the school, they should be able to apply more complex analytical skills to photos of places they are less familiar with.

2. Using the IWB

Another version of this technique is to project the photo onto an interactive whiteboard. Ask children to offer questions: the teacher could write them onto the photo to save time and ensure clarity of writing. With all children having access to the picture and questions, a collaborative group approach can be used to share knowledge in order to answer the questions.  

3. Comparing two pictures

A further method would be to project two photos side by side either landscape or portrait. The important thing is to have clues in each that will help solve questions in the other. Alternatively, prepare a sequence of photos in which later photos can start to answer questions from previous ones. This helps children to think about how they can use previous learning to solve new questions.

4.  Linking photographs to geographical vocabulary
· Prepare a set of laminated words that relate to the photograph. Ask them to place the words where they can see the feature on the photo: it’s best if each card has a pointed side so the point can be placed exactly where the feature is.

· Another method is to ask children to write their own words to add to the photograph, not forgetting how they feel about what they can see or values they hold.

5. Jigsaw puzzle

Copy and laminate a photograph. Using a guillotine cut it up into random shapes to make a jigsaw puzzle. It works best if you make the cuts along significant geographical features to encourage children to focus in on these when trying to link them together.

This activity can be developed further by guillotining two laminated photographs and mixing up the pieces. Children then have to use the visual clues (colours, patterns, features etc.) to separate out the pieces in order to reconstruct the two images.
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