Masking Activities with Pictures

John Halocha

There are many ways in which a masking technique can be used with photos. For all of these, you need to think of when you might use this activity to best advantage: for example as a starter idea, during the middle of a topic or at end of a geography sequence.

All these can be completed either by the children drawing in what is beneath the mask or they could use words on the mask to show their ideas. This type of work can be done individually but it also works well with pairs as it is the quality of discussion which is important as much as the finished outcome.

· Mask off part of a picture that will challenge stereotypes, e.g. a solar panel on a hut in Africa. Ask them to guess what is likely to be there.

· Only show the centre of a photo and ask children to work out what might be around it. This can be printed off as an activity sheet and children encouraged to draw in the rest of the landscape.

· Mask off part of a picture with specific geographical concepts on it e.g. only show the built up part of an oblique aerial photo and ask children what may be covered.

· Mask off the landscape but show people.  Use these clues to work out what the landscape/climate etc might be like.

· Mask off the sky and get children to use landscape clues to work out sky/weather content. This can also be done in reverse.

· Show just a person doing something in a photo and ask children to put in the surrounding content.

· Mask off photo but leave two windows that reveal related information. Get children to use this to complete picture.

· On a photograph which shows distant views, use a mask in shape of a binocular image of two overlapping circles to get them thinking about views from a distance.

· On large photos, cut out window flaps a bit like an advent calendar - encourage children to ‘read’ as many clues from opening as few flaps as possible to build up their ideas of what is hidden.
Visit the Visual Geography pages on the GA website for information on using photo masking techniques with ICT.
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