Enquiry 6: How sustainable are Beijing’s Olympics?

It will help if you have carried out enquiries 4 (‘Getting to know Beijing’s Olympics’) and 5 (‘Tackling environmental issues in Beijing’) first.

What is meant by ‘sustainability’?

Sydney’s Olympic Games in 2000 were the first to be designed upon environmental – or ‘Green’ – principles, in planning, in building, and in discouraging private transport. Can Beijing match Sydney’s achievements?

‘Sustainable development’ can be defined as that which does not compromise quality of life for future generations by current practice. It means that any new development should be judged against criteria, such as public transport, affordable housing, quality of life features such as parks, and a mix of work and housing, which avoids long commutes. Unsustainable development includes environmentally destructive features such as traffic pollution, or which use large volumes of energy. 

The chart below shows a chart that you can use to assess how sustainable Beijing’s Olympics are. Some data may be difficult to get  – e.g. whether the Games are financially viable – but it should give a picture of how sustainable these Olympics are. 

Activity

1. In pairs, research Beijing’s Olympic developments. Use the official website for Beijing’s Olympics –  http://en.beijing-2008.org. Use your findings from Enquiry Sheet 4.

2. As a class, research what Beijing has done in terms of – 
· How far new facilities have had to be built
· Was the Olympics area a brownfield or greenfield development?
· Costs versus income – will Beijing’s Olympics make a profit?
· Are there any environmentally friendly aspects of building design or materials used?
· Have local residents suffered in any way during the development phase?

· Has native vegetation been removed – or encouraged?

· Have the Chinese authorities encouraged environmentally-friendly features such as water re-use, energy-saving or renewable energy sources?

· Is anything being done about the huge amount of waste generated during the Olympics?

· Will local people be able to afford ticket prices?

· Will the Games generate pollution? Is public transport being encouraged? 

Some of the research will have been done if you have completed Enquiry Page 4.

3.    Now, in pairs, complete the table below. Score between +2 (very well) and -2 (very poorly) according to how well you think Beijing has done in achieving sustainable development for its Olympics. 

4.
Now add up your total score – with 12 criteria, the maximum will be +24, and minimum -24. Feedback and compare your scores and reasons with others. 

5.
Finally, debate the motion ‘This house believes that Beijing’s Olympics have illustrated how sustainable development should be carried out in future’.
Assessing sustainable development at Beijing’s 2008 Olympics

	Positive
	Very well +2
	Fairly well +1
	Average/no opinion
	Fairly poor –1
	Very poor –2 
	Negative

	1 Uses or adapts existing facilities
	
	
	
	
	
	Builds from scratch

	Comments / reasons

 

	2. Is financially viable
	
	
	
	
	
	Makes a large loss

	Comments / reasons



	3. Building/design environmentally friendly
	
	
	
	
	
	Building/design environmentally unfriendly

	Comments / reasons



	4. Poor impact on nearby residents
	
	
	
	
	
	good impact on nearby residents

	Comments / reasons



	5. Plants protected / increased
	
	
	
	
	
	vegetation is destroyed 

	Comments / reasons



	6. Brownfield site
	
	
	
	
	
	Greenfield site

	Comments / reasons



	7. Effective public transport 
	
	
	
	
	
	Poor public transport 

	Comments / reasons



	8. Waste cut, re-cycling common
	
	
	
	
	
	waste great, and no recycling 

	Comments / reasons



	9. Energy use is minimised
	
	
	
	
	
	energy use is wasteful

	Comments / reasons



	10. Water is recycled
	
	
	
	
	
	Water use is wasteful

	Comments / reasons



	11. Low-income groups benefit as much as wealthy
	
	
	
	
	
	Wealthy benefit more than low-income groups

	Comments / reasons



	12. Creates no pollution
	
	
	
	
	
	large amounts of pollution

	Comments / reasons




