Enquiry 4: Getting to know Beijing’s Olympics 

This is a guided enquiry sheet. Its purpose is to help you learn more about how the Olympics impact upon Beijing. 

There are seven areas for enquiry – these can be divided up among your class. It is best if you work with people who have similar interests to you. 

For this, refer to the following websites:

· The official website for Beijing’s Olympic Games –  http://en.beijing-2008.org/. 
· YouTube for footage of Beijing Olympics sites 
· The IOC official Olympics website for Beijing is http://www.olympic.org/uk/games/beijing/index_uk.asp 

· China’s own perspectives on the Olympics – and therefore written from a Chinese viewpoint – can be found at http://www.china.org.cn/english/index.htm 

· The BBC web site is excellent for all sports stories – www.bbc.co.uk/sport - use the search facility for Beijing Olympics.
· Other International news organisations such as Sky, CNN 

For issues regarding human rights in China, these may help:

· Amnesty International’s website – www.amnesty.org - use its search engine for material on China. 

· Human Rights Watch website - http://hrw.org/doc/?t=asia&c=china
	1. Focus – the Olympics in Beijing 

Examples of questions that you might investigate – Where in Beijing are the Olympics taking place? Is there an area set aside for the Olympics? How many events will there be? What sort of facilities will there be for each event?

	

	2. Focus  – the Olympics outside Beijing 

Examples of questions that you might investigate – Are all sports events in Beijing itself? In which other cities are Olympic events being held?

	

	3. Focus – Olympic Green before the Beijing Olympics 

Examples of questions that you might investigate – What was the Olympic area like before? Hint – type in ‘hutongs’ into Google, find out what they are, and then type in ‘hutongs Olympics’.

	

	4. Focus – Impact of the Olympics upon Beijing 

Examples of questions that you might investigate – Have any new links or transport facilities to cope with the Olympics traffic and spectators? What part have the Olympics played in changing the look of Beijing?

	

	5. Focus – What impacts might the Olympics have on Beijing during the Games period in August 2008?

Examples of questions that you might investigate – How will Beijing cope with traffic? Where will visitors and tourists stay? Where will all the athletes stay? Will they have the freedom to move about Beijing?


	6. Focus – Does Beijing have any problems that athletes might have to cope with? 

Examples of questions that you might investigate – Will it rain every day and spoil everything? What’s the weather like in Beijing in August? What’s the air quality and drinking water like? Where will all the athletes train? What’s security like? Can they voice opinions about China if they don’t like it? Will they have freedom of movement?

	

	7. Focus – Some people think that the Beijing Olympics are controversial and that China should not have been awarded the 2008 Olympics. Why is this? Does it matter?

Examples of questions that you might investigate – what are personal freedoms like in China? Has the Chinese government upset anyone? Is there political freedom? Are there any human rights issues that the world ought to know more about? What’s the Chinese press like?


