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Shopping patterns
have changed.

What impact do retail
outlets have on local people

and shops?

80% of us live in
urban areas

How can we influence
planning decisions?

Natural forces are
immensely powerful

Why do volcanoes happen
in some places and not

others?

Rainforests are 
under threat

What will happen to our
climate if they are 

destroyed?

Tourism is big business
What effect does it have 

on the environment?
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Geography …
• provides opportunities through

fieldwork, for first hand
investigation of places, environments
and human behaviour,

• builds a knowledge and
understanding of current events
from local to global,

• develops skills for the future,
including literacy, numeracy, ICT,
problem solving, team work,
thinking skills and enquiry.

• values your views when making
decisions about difficult issues.

Moving people 
and goods from
place to place

How might traffic
change in the future?

The big picture
How can images from

space help us plan for the
future?
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These are some of the
things people have said
about Geography:
•Geography is life.  It is impossible to conceive of
rounded human beings who have not grasped the
fundamentals of geography.Ž
Film Director and Chair General Teaching Council.

•Geographers are often in the front line of the
world•s war zones and disaster areas and enabling
people to update their views of the earth and its
inhabitants.Ž Secretary General of the United Nations.

•Geographic information is critical to promote
economic development, improve our stewardship
of natural resources and protect the
environment.Ž  
Bill Clinton, Former President of the USA.

•Geography graduates are highly employable.Ž
T imes Educational Supplement Reporter.

•Global warming, the spread of deserts, water
shortages, the migration of peoples, the battles
over resources such as oil and issues of world
trade and debt (and world conflicts) ƒ All this is
part of modern geography.Ž  
Education Guardian Reporter.

•Of all subjects, it is Geography that best draws
together the techniques of research, planning,
communications and presentation that employers
demand today.Ž  Director, Transport Research.

•Geography fieldwork is exciting, interesting,
develops decision making and enquiry skills and
allows us to appreciate other people•s values and
attitudes.Ž  Lecturer in Geography.

Geographers are among
the most employable
people! 
If you have studied geography you will have the
following advantages:
€ You will know about local, national and

global issues and be able to talk about them

€ You will have developed skills such as using
maps, photographs and diagrams, explaining
your ideas clearly to others.

€ You will be aware of events around you and
appreciate that people have different views
and there are different solutions to issues.

Check this out. Which jobs involve:
€ U sing maps and data
€ Knowing about the environment
€ M aking decisions about location
€ W orking with people
€ air traffic controller € archaeologist €

architect € cartographer € civil engineer €
conservationist € estate agent €
environmentalist € farm worker € financial
adviser € foreign correspondent € geologist €
geophysicist € GIS technician € graphic
designer € holiday rep € hotel manager €
hydrologist € landscaper € meteorologist €
outdoor pursuits superviser € peacekeeper €
planner € social worker € surveyor € taxi
driver € teacher €transport manager €
translator €  travel agent

For further information about why geography is
a sound career choice and to read biographies of
geographers, visit the GA website, which
includes a link to The Royal Geographical
Society (with IBG) website. Also ask your
geography teacher.

This leaf let has been written to encourage students to
continue to study geography. Additional copies can be

purchased in packs of 50 (£9.95 plus p&p).
Teachers will find additional information 

they can copy for students in Going Places – A
geography careers resource pack available for purchase.

Go to www.geographyshop.org.uk or contact the 
GA at the address shown here. The Geographical Association, 

160 Solly Street, Sheffield S1 4BF
tel 0114 296 0088 fax 0114 296 7176 

e-mail ga@geography.org.uk
website www.geography.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 313129


