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‘ fen s education from the earliest age
i mvol«\‘/!és geographical experiences.
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Geography uses a distinctive range of skills and teaching
§echmques ‘The best work involves practical enquiries and first
nd investigations. Fieldwork in the school building, school
N grounds local streets and further afield is essential. Children
should be encouraged to consider issues and share their ideas in
" maps, charts and diagrams. There are ample opportunities for
" developing ICT capability and creative and critical thinking skills.

‘Global warming, the spread of deserts, water
shortages, the migration of peoples, the battles over
resources such as oil and issues of world trade and
debt (and world conflicts) ... All this is part of
modern geography.’ Paul Brown Education Guardian 30 Nov 2001
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2ographical perspective offers children unique opg
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o, Life skills. . World knowledge

-D.eﬂaloping the ability to make sense of Developing an awareness of distant places

.~ information and environments

A v * map fl‘-eading and way finding e learning about major rivers, mountains and

e communicating findings in drawings, charts prdes
~and diagrams e recognising how people from all over the
- recording and analysing information using world are linked through travel and
IoT economics
e building an understanding of other people

e discussing solutions to issues and problems
and cultures

< critical and creative thinking

e recognising the need for a just and
equitable society
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Geography provides a natural context for active
citizenship and for developing and applying ICT
skills. The national curriculum headings - places,
patterns, processes, change, sustainable

development - help make links to other subjects.

Geography enriches the curriculum. Assemblies
can focus on countries and events overseas.
Local museums usually contain artefacts from
around the world. There may be artists and
musicians from abroad living in your area who
are willing to share their skills with

the children. Don’t forget the special

events such as Geography Action

Week (usually in early October) and

Europe Day (9 May) that have a

geographical focus.

For guidance, when revising

curriculum maps to ensure sufficient

time is allocated to Foundation

Subjects like geography, schools are

advised to refer to QCA Circular 153

July 2002 ‘Designing and timetabling

the primary curriculum - a practical o

guide for Key Stage 1 and 2’ —

© Cumberland News, Cumbria

www.qca.org.uk/ca/5-14/learning_prim_curr.asp



ortunities for learning.

Understanding people and places
Developing spatial understanding and
awareness at a range of scales

« fieldwork and active exploration of the
locality

e landscape, settlements and human activity

e environmental issues and local
Agenda 21

e global citizenship and multicultural
understanding
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© Karen Davies, Darnhall Primary School, Cheshire.
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Primary geography at the core

Using maps and plans

Children should be able to locate themselves in their
surroundings and find their way from one place to
another

Fieldwork and enquiry

Practical enquiries and investigations are central to
geography which is best learnt ‘through the soles of
the feet’

Investigating issues

Some of the best work in geography comes when
children investigate issues and propose their own
solutions

Communication skills
Geographers use a great variety of diagrams and
other visual devices to communicate findings

ICT

Modern information processing systems from digital
cameras to Global Information Systems (GIS),give us
valuable new ways of studying the world

Knowing the locality

Children need to develop an awareness of their
surroundings for their educational and psychological
well-being

International understanding

As the political, economic and ecological links
between nations becomes ever more apparent, we
need to promote international understanding and
tolerance

Respecting diversity

Geographical studies can tackle biased images and
negative stereotypes in a neutral and unemotional
way

Sustainability and the environment
Sustainability and the care of the environment are
key issues for the twenty first century

Global citizenship
We are all global citizens and we each have a
responsibility both to the planet and to each other

Cycles, patterns and processes

Geographical concepts such as cycles, patterns and
processes provide a unique way of describing and
analysing the world

Developing attitudes and opinions
Geography helps children to develop attitudes and
opinions about some of the key issues of our time

Critical and creative thinking

The best geographical studies promote critical and
creative thinking skills and enhance long term
learning across the school curriculum

The Geographical Association believes that ....

® Geography makes a major contribution to our
physical, intellectual, social and emotional
development

® Geographical knowledge, concepts and skills
are essential components of a broad and
balanced curriculum

m Geographical education is an entitlement for
all and should remain a statutory component
of the curriculum at key stages 1, 2 and 3

® The programme of study, and examination
specifications, should be sufficiently flexible
to allow for a range of approaches to the
teaching and learning of the subject

m  Appropriate curriculum time must be
allocated to the teaching and learning of
geography for all young people

m All those who teach geography should have
the subject specific knowledge, understanding
and skills to do so

m  All who teach geography are entitled to
regular, high quality subject-specific
continuing professional development

®  Geography should be challenging, topical,
motivating and fun!

The GA publishes Primary Geographer, the only magazine devoted
to geography in primary schools. It has a Primary Committee,
provides relevant CPD at its annual and special conferences and
publishes a large selection of primary resources. Further copies of
this document, for use with your school governors and managers,
are available in packs of 25 at a cost of £5.95 plus p&p. Please
refer to our webshop www.geographyshop.org.uk, or contact us
at the address below.
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Geographical
Association

160 Solly Street, Sheffield S1 4BF
Tel: 0114 296 0088
Fax: 0114 296 7176

E-mail: ga@geography.org.uk
Website: www.geography.org.uk
The Geographical Association is a registered charity: no 313129.



